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RIVERSIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
CORNER POST AND PARK STREETS 
JACKSONVILLE 4, FLA. 


November 24, 1952 
The Rev. H. B. Dendy, 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, 


Weaverville, N. C. 
My dear Friend: 


The enclosed article is self-explanatory. Having 
had a part in the nomination of past moderators 
and knowing something of the back-stage maneuver- 
ing that is often involved in the selection of a mod- 
erator, I have written this brief article which I 
hope you will consider worthy of publication. 


As indicated in the body of the article, the sug- 
gestion is neither new nor original. It is brought 
forward at this time because I have received several 
letters concerning the possibility of supporting the 
nomination of particular men. 


Be kind to my little brainchild, and if the waste 
paper basket gets it, at least don’t crumble it up 
before dropping it in. 


With kindest personal greetings, I am 


Sincerely yours, 


Albert J. Kissling. 


Let’s Exalt The Election 
Of The Moderator Of 
Our General Assembly 


It is eight months until the meeting of our 
General Assembly. Yet two letters have been 
received, at my desk, putting forward the 
names of men for the position of Moderator of 
the General Assembly. I am sure others have 
received similar letters. The men whose names 
were put forth are our finest men. We would 
honor ourselves by electing them as Moder- 
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ators of our church. Yet in each letter received 
about these worthy men, there was the general 
counsel, “Let’s keep this thing quiet!’’ There 
should be no necessity of carrying on the selec- 
tion of good men for this honored office in a 
‘“hush-hush” manner. “If anyone aspires to the 
ofhce of bishop (Moderator of the General 
Assembly), he desires a noble task.”’ RSV I 
Tim, 3:1. 


Our plan is not new, nor original. It simply 
calls for a Presbytery, at the time of selecting 
commissioners to the General Assembly, to 
request of said commissioners that one member 
of their group be nominated to the General 
Assembly as Moderator. This would be done 
openly in Presbytery, and due notice served 
to the whole church that at the coming As- 
sembly, the Rev. “So and So” will be put for- 
ward as Moderator. 


There are a number of advantages to such a 
plan. In the first place, it would tend to elimi- 
nate back-stage maneuvering by groups inter- 
ested in getting their particular man into high 
position. In the second place, it would give the 
entire church an opportunity to weigh the 
merits of the men they anticipate will be 
nominated. This eliminates the possibility of 
a General Assembly being swayed by the emo- 
tional appeal of a nominating speech. In the 
third place, it would not prevent nominations 
being made from the floor of the General As- 
sembly (so no one’s rights would be violated). 
Fourth, it would tend to bring forward men 
who might otherwise be overlooked. A Presby- 
tery knows its men. If a man has the approval 
of his Presbytery, the chances are that he 
would make a good man for the office. Oft- 
times good men in presbyteries are overlooked 
simply because they have worked hard in their 
own field and have not made any effort to have 
assembly-wide recognition. In the fifth place, 
it would eliminate the custom all too frequent- 
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ly followed, where men nominated spontane- 
ously from the floor feel their inability to ac- 
cept the office and must decline. This does not 
elevate the position of Moderator. 


For every other position of responsibility in 
our General Assembly, we set up “‘ominating 
Committees and thev do a good job, But for 
this, the highest and the most important posi- 
tion in our church, we have no system. Why 
not look upon the Presbyteries as Nominating 
Committees. This suggestion could be put into 
operation this year. What Presbytery will be 
the first to take the lead? Let’s try the method 
and make for a healthier attitude towards the 
position of Moderator in the General Assem- 


bly. 


Editor's Comment: 

We do not approve of Dr. Kissling’s proposed 
plan for the nomination of Moderator of our As- 
sembly. However we like the courage with which 
he exposes the political maneuverings of those who 
have been seeking this far ahead to elect their man 
as Moderator of the next Assembly. Dr. Kissling’s 
plan is that used in the Northern (U.S.A.) As- 
sembly and it really works to the satisfaction and 
advantage of the machine in the U.S.A. Church. 
We want no part of it. We feel that our present 
plan is best for our Church even though the situa- 
tion as set forth by Dr. Kissling is causing some 
grief. Let all Commissioners keep an open mind 
and study the qualifications of any who may be 
nominated, Let them not think that they must vote 
for some particular man just because some out- 
standing Seminary President or other Leader or 
Man of Influence in our Church feels that he 
should be elected to serve some particular cause, 
such as Union with the U.S.A. Church. 

—H.B.D. 


EDITORIAL 
Is This Presbyterian? 


It is reported that certain brethren are seeking 
to secure pledges to abide by the majority verdict 
of a presbytery even when that vote is in direct op- 
position to the voice of one’s conscience. In order 
to do so those posing the pledge are pressing the 
meaning of the fourth ordination vow, namely, the 
promise of subjection to one’s brethren in the Lord. 
This is a good and proper vow in the fourth place, 
but taken out of that place and treated as the first 
and great commandment it leads to error. One prop- 


erly takes the fourth vow after he has taken the first 
three and with the three previous vows as conditions 
giving meaning and limitation to the fourth. One 
may well ask the person or persons pushing such 
a pledge to examine his or their own Presbyterian- 
ism by the first three vows. First, let us take the 
beam out of our own eye that we may see clearly to 
remove the mote out of our brother's eye. 


According to our first ordination vow we accept 
the Scriptures as being the Word of God, the only 
infallible rule of faith and practice. In these Scrip- 
tures our Lord Jesus Christ condemned the church 
rulers of His own day who taught for doctrines 
the commandments of men, describing their worship 
as vain, Mt. 15:9. Again He said that the great ones 
among the Gentiles exercise authority upon their 
fellows, but it shall not be so among you, Mt. 20:25- 
26. Speaking by inspiration of the Holy Ghost, Peter 
said: ““We must obey God rather than men.” 


According to our second ordination vow, we ac- 
cept the Westminster Confession and the catechisms 
as being the system of doctrine taught in the Holy 
Scriptures. The Westminster Confession teaches 
that “God alone is the Lord of conscience and hath 
left it free from the doctrines and commandments 
of men which are in anything contrary to His Word 
or beside it, in matters of faith and worship,” that 
synods and councils since the apostles’ times... 
may err and many have erred; therefore they are 
not to be made the rule of faith or practice,” that 
“the Supreme Judge by whom all controversies of 
religion are to be determined, and all decrees of 
councils . . are to be examined, and in whose sen- 
tence we are to rest, can be no other but the Holy 
Spirit speaking in the Scripture.” 


According to the third ordination vow we ac- 
cept the government and discipline of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States. 


Now our Southern Presbyterian Book of Church 
Order is written and organized on the basis of the 
sole Kingship of Christ. He is “the only Lawgiver 
in Zion” and “it belongs to His Majesty from His 
throne of glory, to rule and teach the Church 
through His Word and Spirit, by the ministry of 
men; thus mediately exercising His own authority 
and enforcing His own laws.” Our system of courts 
is arranged to secure the proclamation and enforce- 
ment of “the statutes enacted by Christ the Law- 
giver.” One who does not agree that the majority 
action of a presbytery is in accord with the Word 
of God has the right and the duty of appealing the 
action to Synod and, if need be, to General Assem- 
bly. There is an end of adjudication at the Assembly 
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level, but with the provision that one, who still 
cannot agree in his own conscience with the decision, 
has the right of dissent or protest—as a testimony 
to God, to angels, and to men of his understanding 


of the Word of God. —Wm.C.R. 


Are You A Caffeine 
Christian? 


No, this is not an editorial against coffee, nor is 
it one about personal habits. The question is, do we 
measure our happiness as Christians by the stimula- 
tion of material success, physical health, popularity 
or other felicitous circumstances’ 


Unconsciously we are tempted to think of God’s 
nearness and blessing in terms of things which pro- 
duce contentment of body or mind but the Chris- 
tian faith which mgans most is that which rejoices 
in Christ regardless of outward circumstances and 
it is this which makes Christianity so glorious. 


While there are so many things in this world 
which are beautiful, pleasant and conducive of hap- 
piness; nevertheless sorrow, suffering and need are 
also an inevitable part of life and our Lord’s sus- 
taining grace is sufficient and is to be appropriated. 


Some years ago we heard a great Christian say, 
“T feel terrible this morning, so many things have 
gone wrong and I know of so many things in the 
immediate future for which | have no answer. But, 
thank God I know the Lord is near, that He will 
supply the grace, the wisdom and everything else 
necessary. Because of Him I will rejoice and refuse 
to be cast down.” 


If Christianity were insurance against sorrow, or 
suffering, or material problems few of us would 
develop according to God’s plan. He has never 
promised that all of our ways shall be easy, but 
he has promised His all-sufficient grace. 


“Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither 
shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive 
tree shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the 
flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall 
be no herd in the stalls; yet will I rejoice in the 
oo I will joy in the God of my salvation.” Hab. 
3:17, 18. 


May God give us all such faith! 


Not An Open 
Question! 


There seems to be a persistent effort in some quar- 
ters, by divers portions and in sundry manners, to 
treat the matter of probation after death and uni- 
versal restorationism as an open question and a 
permissible view in our Church. Of course, there is 
a Universalist communion, and the Jehovah Wit- 
nesses deny eternal punishment. Nor are there lack- 
ing philosophers and theologians, members of evan- 
gelical denominations, who toy with these ideas. 


—L.N.B. 
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Perhaps, the historical source of the view is Origen’s 
neo-platonism. 


At any rate the teaching of the standards is dia- 
metrically opposed to these views, thus: ‘““The souls 
of the wicked are cast into hell, where they remain 
in torments and utter darkness, reserved to the judg- 
ment of the great day.”’ At the “last judgment” the 
wicked who know not God and obey not the Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ, shall be cast into eternal tor- 
ments, and be punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory 
of His power.”” “The punishments of sin in the 
world to come, are, everlasting separation from the 
comfortable presence of God, and most grievous tor- 
ments in soul and body, without intermission, in hell 
forever.’ According to our Book of Church Order, 
the Confession of Faith and Larger Catechism— 
from which the passages above are cited—are ac- 
cepted by the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States as standard expositions of the teachings of 
Scripture in relation to both faith and practice. Ac- 
cordingly, we do not regard the matter of proba- 
tion after death or universal restorationism as open 
questions under our constitution. Every ordained 
officer of our church is committed to notifying his 
presbytery on his own initiative if he changes his 
views. It would seem that this obligates any minis- 
ter who disagrees with our standards here to signify 
the same to his presbytery. 


Moreover, such views greatly affect the testimony 
of the Church to the men of our generation and the 
drive in the Church behind this testimony. The sug- 
gestions in question will cut the nerve of evangelistic 
endeavor and curtail our contributions to world mis- 
sions. None of us is doing his full duty in these 
matters. Even Brother Bryan died lamenting that 
there were so many men unreached for Christ. But 
it is our considered conviction that the agitation of 
probation after death and universal restorationism 
will lower the morale of the Church and have its 
part in bringing or keeping those sections of the 
Church where such teaching may become dominant 
at the bottom of the list in per capita giving for as- 
sembly benevolences. 
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When one turns to the Word of God, he hears 
the Apostle reasoning of judgment to come, testify- 
ing that God will judge the secrets of men by Christ 
Jesus “‘according to my gospel,” and declaring that 
we must all appear before the judgment-seat of 
Christ to give account of the things done in the 
body. Abraham was sure that the Judge of the 
whole earth would do right, Moses that even the 
gracious God would not clear the guilty, and the 
Psalmist that the “ungodly shall not stand in the 
judgment.” In the Gospels the judgment, the day of 
judgment, and the weeping and gnashing of teeth 
are continually on the lips of the Saviour of the 
world. ““We cannot fail to note in the teaching of 
our Lord the continual prophecy of a decisive sep- 
aration of the heirs of the Kingdom from the rest of 
humanity . . . They compel us to recognize with 
an awe of spirit which is the deeper the more hum- 
bly we acknowledge the authority of Jesus, that he 
believed in an immeasurable danger which threat- 
ened the souls of men; a horror of a great darkness 
from which they had to be delivered.” The Sermon 
on the Mount closes with the Judgment, and the 
Judgment Scene in the twenty-fifth of Matthew 
shows the wicked going away into everlasting pun- 
ishment at the Word of the Lord: “Depart from 
me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire prepared for the 


devil and his angels.” —W.C.R. 


Amending The Bible 


An Editorial in The Jackson ( Miss.) Daily News 
Sunday, November 23, 1952. 


In the King James version of the Bible the second 
sentence reads as follows: 


‘And the earth was without form, and void; and 
darkness was upon the face of the deep.” 


In the new Revised Standard version of the Bible 
the sentence has been changed to read: 


‘The earth was without form and void, and dark- 
ness was upon the face of the deep.” 


If the changes contributed to either clarity or 
strength, we could overlook incidental damage. But 
the original clarity was beyond improvement, and 
the general effect decidedly was not bettered. Rath- 
er, omission of the first “and” weakened the start 
of the sentence and interfered with the rhythm; 
omission of the comma after “form” deprived “‘and 
void” of its necessary independence; reduction of 
the semi-colon to a comma simply did not leave the 
pause required for the full impact of “and darkness 
was upon the face of the deep.”’ 


Maybe it is wrong to be irritated by such a small 
matter, in viewing a work involving so much sweat 
and labor, but there are some careful and discrimi- 
nating students of the English language who will 
not be convinced this is a small matter. It is certain 
that the individual scholar who tinkered with that 


sentence went astray. 
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The Worth Of Human 
Personality 


The worth and dignity and respect due every 
human personality is a part of our Christian heri- 
tage. It calls for every effort to save life, and for 
every evangelistic endeavor to bring men to the 
Saviour. Sometimes this has been overlooked, at 
other times it has been overstated. 


In Harnack’s study of the essence of Christianity 
the supreme worth of human personality or the in- 
finite value of the human soul becomes the primary 
pivot about which even God and His dealings are 
made to revolve. Of course, this accords with 
Ritschl’s liberalism that represents God making 
our end His end and so establishing our lordship 
over the physical world. It has issued in Dr. F. 
Ernest Johnson’s making “the essential divinity of 
man a first principle” of sociology, or “human beings 
are seen by one another as embodiments of the 
divine.”’ But the exegesis on which Harnack based 
his conclusions has been successfully challenged by 
such studies as Nygren, 4d gape and Eros and Kuem- 
mel, The New Testament Doctrine of Man. Of 
course, if man be of infinite value and if God be 
reasonable He must save man—all men. And the 
doing thereof is only good sense—not gracious love. 


In the Old Testament the unconditional personal 
value of man is found in the way in which the God 
of the Covenant addresses him, ‘““Thou shalt.” Here 
the individual’s personal responsibility to God is 
magnified. Moreover, the penalty for taking human 
life is lifted beyond that of theft of goods, the lives 
even of slaves are precious, and the law lifts to the 
higher personal relationship in the command, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. The prophets 
fought for the individual’s personal responsibility 
before God, even at the expense of national solidar- 
ity. ““The human person, as a responsible acting I, 
responding to the call of the Divine Thou by action, 
possesses its unrepeatable unity and independence 
only in God’s act of election, which summoned it 
to spiritual communion with Him” (Eichrodt). 


When one comes to the Bible he finds that man 
stands at the head of all the visible creation in 
value. Jesus justified the healing of a woman on the 
Sabbath by showing that this daughter of Abraham 
was of far more value than the ox which a man 
waters on the Sabbath. A man is of more value than 
a sheep. If God feeds the birds of the heaven, will 
He not much more feed you? If he clothes the 
lilies of the field shall He not much more clothe 
His children? What shall it profit a man if he gain 
the whole world and lose his own soul? The mean- 
ing of that verse, however, is not that man as com- 
pared with God is of supreme value so that God 
must make man’s end God’s end. It is rather that 
the individual man ought not to put the things of 
the world above the things of eternity . . the life 
is more than one’s possessions. An anxious mother 
is concerned lest her son on the battle front not 
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have all of the socks she has knit for him—lest he 
be using them for others in his outfit. The son 
answers, Well, if they pick up my body what dif- 
ference does it make whose socks are on it. Where 
he is, life not possession is the thing. Jesus is saying 
life is more than possessions—eternity more than all 
the allurements of time—the soul than all the 
wealth of the world. 


The Bible does not, however, present man as the 
supreme value when compared with God and the 
angels. Thou hast made him but little Jower than 
the angels. And as God has not saved the angels 
who fell he does not have to save man—His salva- 
tion of man is of His free, gracious love. The 90th 
Psalm, the 103rd Psalm, the fortieth of Isaiah with 
the citation thereof in First Peter all represent man 
—when compared with God—as the flower of the 
field. “All flesh is as grass.”’ The nations of men 
compared with God are as the small dust of the 
balance, or as a drop in the bucket. 


Moreover, one might well ask himself whether 
the value which God places on man is in view of 
what man is in himself, or in the gracious fact that 
God has been pleased to look upon man in Jesus 
Christ. The latter seems to be the teaching of the 
Epistle to the Ephesians and is repeatedly set forth 
as the message of that Epistle in Calvin’s great ex- 
position thereof. God loved us before the foundation 
of the world—that is, when we were not and con- 
sequently had no worth. God chose us sinners IN 
CHRIST to be holy and without blame before Him. 
God made us nigh in the blood of Christ when we 
were aliens from the Commonwealth of Israel and 
strangers to the covenants of promise. God bound 
us up in the bundle of life and in the covenant of 
grace with His only begotten Son—His Messiah, 
our Saviour—and consequently saw us as the apple 
of His eye and graven on His hands. 


We are all children of God By FAITH IN JESUS 
CHRIST, and we are to let our light shine that men 
may glorify our Father in heaven. —W.C.R. 


“Calvin Said...” 
“On What A Christian Should Know” 


“Meanwhile, note that after the Gospel has 
been preached in any locality for a while, the people 
may no longer plead ignorance of those things that 
are common knowledge among all the children of 
God: such as the grounds upon which we may ap- 
proach God in prayer, or wherein lies the certainty 
of our salvation, or what is understood by faith and 
repentance, and what benefits are derived from the 
-Sacraments.”* 


Some people are shocked to hear that Calvin 
would not consider anyone a Christian who could 
not explain in such a fashion as to indicate that he 
thoroughly understood the Protestant position re- 
garding the above points. It wasn’t a question of 
intelligence to him. God opens the understanding 
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of those whom He calls so that they comprehend 
the essential mysteries of the Faith. Calvin would 
never agree with the concept of “blind faith” as it 
is often preached today. A true Christian must 
know whom he has believed. Said he in another 
place: 


‘There is nothing truer than that if we are Chris- 
tians and children of God, it will be necessary for 
us to profit in the School of Jesus Christ. The Faith 
is for big and small, for the brilliant as well as for 
idiots, but we must not think of Christianity as it 
is conceived by the Papists, whereby it is enough to 
be baptized and unnecessary to know anything of 
God or of religion. It is necessary, I repeat, that the 
rudiments of doctrine be impressed upon even the 
most ignorant.’’** 


It was up to the believer to learn. Calvin had 
no use for lazy Christians who refused to grow in 
grace and in knowledge. Furthermore, he would 
not accept a plea of inability, for God, by His Holy 
Spirit would supply any reasonable deficiency so as 
to bring that necessary confidence and boldness in 


Christ. 


*From a Sermon on | Corinthians 10:15-18. 
**From a Sermon on | Timothy 3:8-10. 


What Do The 
Unitarians Believe? 
By Joseph Hopper, D.D. 


In an effort to find a practical answer to this 
question, which no doubt has been in the minds of 
many Americans recently, I turned to that old 
volume, “Thornwell’s Life and Letters.’”’ There ] 
found not only an answer to my question, but 
along with it a positive statement of what a belief 


in the Triune God will do. 

James Henley Thornwell, while studying at Har- 
vard University, wrote in part to a friend, Mr. 
A. H. Pegues, as follows: 


“I am now comfortably settled in this venerable 
abode of science, literature, and learning—I room 
in Divinity Hall, among the Unitarian students of 
Theology; for there are no others here. | shall ex- 
pect to meet and give blows in defense of my own 
peculiar doctrines; and God forbid that I should 
falter in maintaining the faith once delivered to 
the saints. I look upon the tenets of modern Unitar- 
ianism as little better than downright infidelity. 
Their system, as they call it, is a crude compound 
of negative articles, admirably fitted to land the 
soul in eternal misery. The peculiarity of their be- 
lief consists in not believing. Read over their tracts 
and pamphlets, and you will find that they all con- 
sist, not in establishing a better system, but simply 
in not believing the system of the Orthodox. Ask 
them to tell you what they do believe, and they 
will begin to recount certain doctrines of the Or- 
thodox, and tell you very politely that they do not 
believe these. The truth is, they have nothing posi- 
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tive; their faith is all negative; and I do not know 
that the Bible holds out a solitary promise to a man 
for not believing— 


“The Unitarian will tell you that experimental 
religion is all an idle dream; but, my friend, believe 
not the tale. It is no such thing. The truly pious 
man walks with God; he is under the influence of 
the Holy Spirit; the consolations of the Gospel 
support him in affliction, and cheer him in distress. 
There is such a thing as holy communion with the 
blessed Trinity; as a peace of mind which passeth 
all understanding, as joy in the Holy Ghost, as con- 
solation in believing— 


Yours, as ever, 


J. H. Thornwell.” 


A comparatively new book, quite different in 
character from the one just quoted, has been called 
to my attention. In the “Census of Religious Bodies’’ 
(1936) issued by the United States Department of 
Commerce, we quote the following: 


‘“Unitarianism may be defined in the most general 
terms as the religious doctrine of those holding 
belief in one God in one person (as distinguished 
from the Trinitarian belief in one God in three 
persons) and the related belief in the strict human- 
ity of Jesus (as contrasted with the belief in His 
deity 


It is clear that this system cuts directly across 
fundamental teachings of the Bible, such as are 
summed up in historic affirmations of the Shorter 
Catechism such as these: 


“There are three persons in the Godhead; the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; and these 
three are one God, the same in substance, equal in 
power and glory.”’ 


“The only Redeemer of God’s elect is the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who being the eternal Son of God 
became man, and so was, and continueth to be, God 
and man, in two distinct natures, and one person 
forever.” 


The “Census of Religious Bodies” quoted above 
also tells us that “The most distinguishing marks 
of Unitarianism today are its insistence upon abso- 
lute freedom in belief, its reliance upon the supreme 
guidance of reason, its tolerance of difference in 
religious opinion, its devotion to education and 
philanthropy, and its emphasis upon character, as 
the principles of fundamental importance in re- 
ligion. There is, however, a general consensus upon 
the unipersonality of God, the strict humanity of 
Jesus, the essential dignity and perfectibility of hu- 
man nature, the natural character of the Bible, and 
the hope for the ultimate salvation of all souls, in 
distinction from the views traditionally taught on 
these points.” 


Over against a number of these “distinguishing 
marks of Unitarianism,” which are so contrary to 
Biblical truth, the open Bible proclaims the “Won- 
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derful Words of Life.” Jesus himself uttered this 
warning, which is so timely for today, as He said, 
‘Except ye believe that I am he, ye shall die in your 
sins.” The apostle Paul, that matchless, inspired 
interpreter of Jesus, expressed this gospel condition 
of salvation in such clear, positive terms when he 
said: “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus 
as Lord, and shalt believe in thy heart that God 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved: for 
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness, 
and with the mouth confession is made unto salva- 
tion.” 


Unionism Is 
Nothing New! 

“Thousands of well-meaning persons now-a-days 
are continually crying out for more “unity” among 
Christians. To attain this they are ready to sacri- 
fice almost anything, znd to throw overboard even 
sound doctrine, if, by so doing, they can secure 
peace. Such people would do well to remember 
that even gold may be bought too dear, and that 
peace (or “unity’’) is useless if purchased at the 
expense of Truth. Surely they have forgotten the 
Words of Christ, “I came not to send peace, but 
division.”’ (From the late Bishop Ryle’s Notes on 
Luke 12:51-53). Bishop Ryle wrote this about 
1860. 


Men who have no Spirit-born enthusiasm for 
God’s Truth or for the salvation of souls and yet, 
for various reasons are in the church, just MUST 
have an enthusiasm for something—and what en- 
thusiasm is more agreeable to the natural man than 
that for “getting together’? This is seen in the 
many fraternal clubs—but alas it is seen also in the 
fellowship of those whose first loyalty should be to 
Christ and His Word. What then should be done— 
but let the “union at any price” people get together 
—and on the other hand, let the Lord’s people who 
know that real union comes only from the obedience 
of His Scripture Truth stay together and so con- 
tinue a witness to true Presbyterianism, which ever 
has counted obedience to God’s Scriptures the first 
and most important mark of the Church of Jesus 
Christ. Compromise is a hateful ‘word to all the 
Lord’s people—then why not let those willing to 
compromise His truth go their own way—but as 
assuredly let us go God’s way. (Jude 3). 

(A Canadian Presbyterian Minister). 


Appalachia Synod 

Hendersonville, N. C. — The Hendersonville 
Church celebrated its centennial on November 23. 
Dr. John R. Cunningham, President of Davidson 
College, spoke at the morning service. At the evening 
service there were two speakers: Dr. T. E. Simp- 
son, of Society Hill, S. C., a former pastor; and 
Dr. H. B. Dendy of Weaverville, N. C., who 
brought the greetings of Asheville Presbytery. The 
evening service was followed by a fellowship hour 
of the congregation. 
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Isaiah 7:14 According To The “Intro- | 


duction” To The RSV Old Testament 


By Rev. Oswald T. Allis, Ph.D., D.D. 


The publication of the RSV New ‘Testament in 
1946 was accompanied by a 72 page Introduction, 
which contained articles.by the members of the NT 
committee dealing with various aspects of the new 
translation. The same procedure has been followed 
in the case of the Old Testament; and now for a 
few weeks a 92 page brochure has been available. 
Like its companion volume it is edited by Dean 
Weigle and contains brief articles by eleven other 
members of the OT committee. In general it makes 
quite clear the liberal viewpoint which dominated 
the committee and which appears so plainly in the 


RSV Bible itself. 


One of the most significant of the articles is by 
Prof. Harry M. Orlinsky of the Jewish Institute 
of Religion in New York City. That a Jew should 
have been asked to take part in “revising” the King 
James Version is a striking example of the attempt 


which is being made in “liberal’’ Protestant circles 


to reconcile the irreconcilable, to find a common 
meeting-ground for Protestants, Roman Catholics, 
and Jews. In practise it means that Jews and Roman 
Catholics are to be allowed to insist on maintaining 
their distinctive views, but that Protestants must 
for the sake of harmony yield on every debatable 
issue. That as a matter of fact the “liberal” Jew 
and the “liberal’’ Christian have much in common 
is illustrated by Prof. Orlinsky’s polemic against 


Isa. 7:14. 


In-his essay on “The Hebrew Text and the 
Ancient Versions of the Old Testament,” which is 
his contribution to the Jntroduction, Prof. Orlinsky 
vives an interesting and informing survey of this 
important subject. But his Jewish slant is quite ap- 
parent. Speaking of one of the ancient Greek ver- 
sions, that of Aquila, he tells us: 


“Early in the second century A. D., Aquila, 
a convert to Judaism, made an independent and 
unique Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible. 
He incorporated that kind of Jewish interpre- 
tation which was current in his day, and he 
avoided the Christological elements which had 
been introduced in the Septuagint text. Thus 
Aquila rendered the Hebrew word ha-almah 
in Isaiah 7:14 literally, ‘the young woman’ in 
place of the word ‘virgin’ which Christians had 
substituted for it. Unfortunately, only frag- 
ments of Aquila have survived.” (p. 30). 


This means, to state it bluntly, although Prof, Or- 
linsky cannot be accused of trying to spare the feel- 
ings of Christians in his statement of the case, that 
the use of the word parthenos (virgin) in the Sep- 
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tuagint is an alteration or forgery of the Septuagint 
text, a “Christological element” which was “intro- 
duced” into it in the interest of the Christian inter- 
pretation of Isa. 7:14 which is given in Mat. 1:23. 
As to this Addison Alexander pointed out a century 
ago in commenting on the word almah: 


‘That the word simply means a young 
woman, whether married or unmarried, a vir- 
gin or a mother, is a subterfuge invented by the 
later Greek translators, who, as Justin Martyr 
tells us, read meanis, instead of the old version 
parthenos, which had its rise before the pro- 
phecy became a subject of dispute between the 
Jews and Christians.” 


It has been the claim of Christians throughout the 
centuries, and there is no reason for changing it or 
relinquishing it today, that there is no evidence 
that the Christians tampered with the text of the 
Septuagint, but that it was the Jews who adopted 
a different rendering in order to avoid finding in 
Isa. 7:14 a prediction of the virgin birth of Jesus. 


There is nothing new, nor is there anything sur- 
prising in this charge of falsification which is now 
renewed by Prof. Orlinsky. It is an old calumny 
which red-blooded Christians in the past have not 
hesitated to brand as malicious and false. It is not 
surprising that Prof. Orlinsky, having been asked 


to serve on the RSV committee, which entitled him - 


to contribute an article to the /ntroduction, should 
regard this*as giving him an unprecedented and un- 
paralleled opportunity to state and defend this dis- 
tinctly Jewish claim in the forum of Christian opin- 
ion, The amazing thing is that he was asked to 
serve on the committee. The still more amazing 
thing is that Dean Weigle and his other colleagues 
permitted him to air this old calumny in their joint 
Introduction. The most probable explanation is that 
they were more or less fully in agreement with the 
Jewish interpretation which he has presented. How- 
ever explained it represents a bill of indictment 
against RSV which will hardly be answered to the 
satisfaction of Evangelical Christians. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR DECEMBER 21 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Emmanuel-God With Us 


Scripture: Matthew 1. Devotional Read- 
ing: Isaiah 9:2-7. 


Matthew is particularly the “Gospel for the Jew.” It presents Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of Old Tes- 
tament Prophecy, and is full of quotations beginning, ‘that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord 
by the prophet.” There are eighteen of these prophets and they speak of The Virgin Birth, The Birthplace— 
Bethlehem, The slaying of the children by Herod, Being called out of Egypt, The forerunner, A great light, 
The burden-bearer, Healer of the blind and lame, The Servant of Jehovah, In the grave, Speaking in par- 


ables, The triumphal entry, Cleansing the temple, 
The rejected stone, Judas’ Betrayal, thirty pieces 
of silver, The potter’s field, Parting His garments, 
Given vinegar to drink. (See New Analytical Bible, 
Page 1127). It is the gospel of the Kingdom, and 
Jesus is pictured as the Messiah for Whom the 
Jewish Nation had been looking for many years. 


The progress of Messianic Prophecy is a fascinat- 
ing study. Beginning with the first promise of a Re- 
deemer in Genesis 3:15. The Seed of the woman 
should bruise the serpent’s head, it is reiterated and 
enlarged as we come down through the centuries. 
Our Devotional Reading, Isaiah 9:2-7, is ene of the 
many beautiful passages from the great Evangelical 
Prophet. A “great light’ would shine upon those 
in darkness; great joy would follow His coming; 
a great victory would be His; and the government 
of the world would be upon His shoulders, and the 
Child that should be born would have a great name; 
Wonderful Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Ever- 


lasting Father, the Prince of Peace. 


When this study of Matthew was begun, the 
first two chapters were reserved to be used at the 
Christmas season. Today we take up the first of 
these chapters. | would like to use as an outline, 
(1) The Genealogy of Jesus, (2) The Virgin Birth 


of Jesus, (3) The Names: Jesus and Emmanuel. 


I. The Genealogy of 
Jesus: 1-17 

There are a great many genealogies in the Bible, 
especially in Genesis, I Chronicles, and Ezra. Two 
“lines” start at the beginning of the Bible; the line 
of Seth and the line of Cain. The latter is soon 
dropped, for the Scriptures are concerned principally 
with the history of God’s people and the unfolding 
of the Plan of Salvation and the coming of the Re- 
deemer. 


The genealogy in Matthew goes back only to 
Abraham. He is the father of the Hebrew nation 
and since Matthew is writing for the Jews, there 
is no need for him to go further back, for it is only 
necessary for him to show that Jesus is a descendant 
of Abraham. (Notice that Luke, who is writing for 
the Greeks, or Gentiles, runs his genealogy back to 
Adam, and that John goes even further back and 
shows the pre-existence and deity of our Lord, as 
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he starts in heaven, “with God.”’) This genealogy 
furnishes Jesus with part of His “credentials,” to 
prove that He is the Messiah. 


There are two minor points of interest in this 
genealogy: first, the mention of Rachab (Rahab) 
the heathen woman who hid the spies and was 
spared when Joshua took Jericho, and second, the 
inclusion of Ruth the Moabite. 


There is another point of major importance and 
interest which I wish to emphasize. It is concerned 
with Verse 16: “And Jacob begat Joseph, the hus- 
band of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is 
called Christ.’”” Modernists have tried to twist this 
verse to suit their purpose, but it is very clear. Let 
me quote from Lenski: “Through the entire line 
runs the verb, ‘begat—begat—begat.’ Significantly 
it makes a halt when it reaches Joseph. He, the 
husband of Mary, did not beget Jesus, the Messiah. 
In marked contrast with the begetting of one an- 
cestor by another we are told by Matthew that the 
last thus begotten was Joseph, ‘the husband of 
Mary, and that Jesus ‘was born’ of her (the verb 
used of the mother alone) - - - Thus Matthew’s 
genealogy presents Joseph as the legal father of 
Jesus, which makes Jesus legally the heir of David 
and Abraham. If Jesus had been born without a 
legal father, of Mary without a legal husband, his 
legal right to the inheritance from Abraham and 
David by virtue of the divine promise would have 
been void. In addition to the legal standing of Jesus 
as the rightful, legal son of Joseph, we may note 
the protection this standing secured for his mother 
and for himself. The two records of Matthew 
(verse 18, etc.) and Luke (2:4 etc.) vividly bring 
out this point.” 


Il. The Virgin Birth of 
Jesus: 18-25 


The genealogy, as we have seen, leads us to ex- 
pect, and “all but states outright,” this historical 
fact of the Virgin Birth of our Lord. We are now 
told in the plainest manner possible of this miracu- 
lous event. 


Matthew thus meets squarely the hostile Jewish 
slander about the illegitimate birth of Jesus. When 
we compare this with the accounts in Luke 2 and 
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John 1 we have a firm basis for this fundamental 
doctrine of the Church as stated in all the ecumeni- 
cal confessions of the church, beginning with the 
Apostles’ Creed: ““Who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary.” 


The many attempts to deny, to evade, or to mini- 
mize the importance of this teaching, show the 
lengths to which unbelief will go in order to take 
away the miraculous and the supernatural from the 
Bible. If it were not so tragic and sad, it would 
be ridiculous. Men who live in an age when “‘man- 
made miracles” abound (the radio, television, atom 
bomb) try to eliminate the supernatural when it 
comes to the birth of Jesus. To the ordinary mind 
the Virgin Birth is the natural, to-be-expected way 
for a Saviour to be born, if He is to be a real Sav- 
iour. It would be much harder to believe some 
other theory. Why not take the Bible, and accept 
it, rather than some far-fetched theory of some un- 
believing man? 


The vision which came to Joseph, and his action 
following the vision confirms the previous state- 
ment. “Still more completely are Joseph’s fears dis- 
pelled: ‘And she shall give birth to a son,’ etc. 
Bengel remarks: “Not, ‘to thee’; as the angel said 
to Zacharias’: compare Genesis 17:19 where Abra- 
ham is told, ‘Sarah shall bear thee a son.’ Though 
similar, the angel’s statement to Joseph is vastly 


difterent.”’ (Lenski). 


The Unitarian “leaven’”” which has permeated 
much of the modern Church is responsible for the 
unbelief and hazy thinking in regard to this most 
important and fundamental doctrine of our church. 
Surely, if we have any faith left at all, we know 
that “nothing is too hard for God.’ Any attempt 
to discredit these clear accounts in Matthew and 
Luke, to say nothing about the many other places 
where the doctrine is taught, only leads to far great- 
er difficulties and even dilemmas. To anyone who 
believes at all, the Virgin Birth is one which we 
can easily accept without reservation or doubt. 


III. The Names: “Jesus,” 


and “Emmanuel.” 


I would like to treat these separately, for there 
is great significance about “names” in the Bible. 
With us a name has very often no particular im- 
portance: “a rose with any other name, would smell 
as sweet’; and a man has a name very much as a 
box has a “tag” or “label.” Names in the Scrip- 
ture very often have a deep meaning. This is some- 
times true of men; it is always true of God, for 
His names reveal His character. For instance, the 
name Lorp, or Jehovah tells much about God as 
the God of Revelation, or The Covenant, of Love. 


The name “Jesus” is given to the Messiah, “for 
He shall save his people from their sins.” The pro- 

noun “He” is emphatic. No one else can do this 
work. In Acts we are told that there is none other 
name under heaven given among men whereby we 
must be saved. There are not a dozen doors; only 
One: “I am the Door”; not many ways, only ONE: 
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The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


“I am the Way.” Some in these strange days are 
trying to tell us that there is one gate for the 
Christian, another for the Jew, still another for the 
Mohammedan, and the Buddhist. Jesus said, No 
man cometh unto the Father but by me. Christianity 
is both inclusive and exclusive; it includes all sin- 
ners who will accept Salvation by grace through 
faith in Christ; it excludes all who will not be- 
lieve. 


Who are “His people?” The Jew first, and then 
the Gentile. Go, He said, to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel: Go, He also said, into all the world 
and preach the Gospel to every creature. 


“From their sins;” not in their sins. Some would 
like it to read “in their sins,” for they wish to keep 
on sinning. He delivers us from the Penalty, the 
Pollution, and the Power of sin: Sin shall not 
have dominion over you. 


Just a word about the name “Emmanuel,” “God 
with us.” Sin has separated us from God, but when 
Jesus saves us, we are brought into fellowship with 
God again: Christ in you, the hope of glory. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 21 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


“What Child Is This?” 


DEVOTIONAL: 
Hymn: “Away In A Manger” 
Prayer 
Hymn: “Silent Night, Holy Night” 
Offering 
Scripture: Luke 2:1-20 
Prayer 


Hymn: “Joy ‘To The World” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

Certainly there is no season of the year more 
sacred to the hearts of Christians than Christmas 
when we rejoice anew in the fact that God became 
incarnate, that “the word became flesh and dwelt 
among us.”’ No scene is more sacred than that of 
the Babe of Bethlehem, nestling in the virgin Moth- 
er’s arms, while angels sing above and earth re- 
joices below. Central in all of history, and indeed 
the pivot upon which all of eternity must revolve, 
is the birth of the Child in Bethlehem of Judea. 
Surely the world must wonder still that all of earth 
and heaven are moved by the coming of this Child, 
and hearts will now as then exclaim: “What Child 
Is This?” Our speakers for the evening will give 
the answer. 


First SPEAKER: 

What Child Is This? This is the Child of prom- 
ise. The prophets of ancient Israel had foretold His 
coming, and the wise men from the East knew as 
they traveled from afar that the promise had been 
fulfilled. Had not Isaiah said: ‘““Therefore the Lord 
himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel.” Then, as the promise, received in faith, 
became a reality in the heart of the prophet to the 
nation, he cries: “Unto us a child is born, unto us 
a son is given: and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonder- 
ful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The Everlast- 
ing Father, The Prince of Peace . . . The Lord 
sent a word into Jacob, and it hath lighted upon 
Israel.”” Thus Isaiah declares the fact of the coming 


birth of the Christ Child. 


Then Micah points out the place where the Child 
should be born as he says: “But thou, Bethlehem 
Ephratah, though thou be little among the thou- 
sands of Judea, yet out of thee shall he come forth 
unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings 
forth have been from of old, from everlasting.” 


Indeed, Israel’s hopes were centered in her com- 
ing Messiah, and long before the angelic hosts ac- 
claimed the coming of Israel’s King, there echoed 
in faithful hearts a song of hope because they be- 
lieved the promises of God that He would send a 
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Saviour to save His people. What child is this? This 
is the Child of promise! 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

‘The Lord is not slack concerning his promise,” 
and though to men the plan of God may seem to 
slowly unfold, yet when the fulness of time was 
come, at God's appointed hour, the Saviour was 
born. Long had they awaited His coming, just as 
the Church has long awaited His coming again, but 
the promise did not fail, and the Child was born. 
But why was He born? For what reason did God 
come down to men? Perhaps our next speaker will 
tell us. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

Before the spark of Life that was to be both 
Light and Life to men was planted in the virgin 
womb by the Holy Spirit of God, an angel whisper- 
ed in Mary’s ear: “Fear not, Mary: for thou hast 
found favour with God. And behold, thou shalt con- 
ceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt 
call his name Jesus . . . The Holy Ghost shall come 
upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall 
overshadow thee: therefore also that holy one which 
shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of 
God.”’ And to Joseph, betrothed to Mary, the angel 
appeared and said: “Joseph, thou son of David, fear 
not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which 
is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she 
shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his 
name Jesus: for he shall save his people from their 
sins.’” Now the why of the birth of the Son of God 
becomes apparent! He was born to save His people 
from their sins! Simeon, the just and devout servant 
of the Lord, lifted this Holy Child in his arms and 
blessed God, and said, ‘““Lord, now lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace, according to thy word: 
for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou 
hast prepared before the face of all people; a light 
to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy peo- 
ple Israel.’”’ One day the glory of the star of Beth- 
lehem would be overshadowed by the shame of 
Calvary’s cross, and the light would for a moment 
be blotted from view as the powers of darkness 
would seek to dim its glow forever; but the night 
would be put to flight as from that cross the glory 
of God in redemption would break forth upon the 
souls of sinful men. From the cradle to the cross and 
trom the cross to the crown the name above all 
names is Jesus, for He shall save His people from 
their sins! 

PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

Surely our hearts are made to rejoice when we 
realize that Christ was born in Bethlehem that one 
day He might go to the cross to bear our sins and 


PAGE 11 


provide redemption through His blood! The light 
of the star is dimmed by the radiance of the cross, 
for ‘all the light of sacred story gatl.e:s round its 
head sublime.” 


‘THIRD SPEAKER: 


Our first speaker told us that the Child was the 
Child of promise. Our second speaker has indicated 
the purpose of His coming. Let us consider now the 
power resident in the Child of Bethlehem, as in- 
dicated in His birth, His life and death, and resur- 
rection. The birth of Christ was attendant with 
signs and wonders that speak of His matchless 
worth as the Son of God. The resplendent glory of 
the star, the angel chorus singing “Joy To The 
World,” the wise men who journeyed from afar, 
and the song of hope in the hearts of the shepherds 
attest to the birth of one who was more than a 
man, who was God in the likeness of men. His life, 
in all His words and works, manifests His power 
as the only begotten Son of God. Who but He could 
calm the winds and waves with a word; could call 
the dead to life; could cause men’s blinded eyes to 
see; could cause the lame to leap, the dumb to 
speak, the deaf to hear, and raise the sick from 
their beds of pain? He alone could cast out demons, 
and put the Prince of darkness to flight. His death 
brought an end to death for all who believed in 


Him, and through His life that is Lord of death, 
He promises life and immortality. ‘““To as many as 
received Him, to them gave He power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on His 
name.” An angel voice, though singing softly in the 
ear of Mary, speaks of power, saying, ‘““Thou shalt 


‘call His name Jesus.’’ The heavenly choir, filling 


earth and sky with glorious harmony, sings: “Joy 
to the world, the Lord is come!” “Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men.” And earth’s song of praise rises in wonder 
and worship: “All hail the power of Jesus name, 
let angels prostrate fall. Bring forth the royal dia- 
dem, and crown Him Lord of all!” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 
What Child is this? Who but God could invoke 


the praise of angels, and cause the hearts of men to 
bow in humble worship and lay their gifts among 
the straw! The Infinite became an infant! The 
Son of God, though veiled in flesh, dwelt among 
us, and we beheld His glory. This Child was the 
hope of Israel, a light to lighten the Gentiles, the 
saviour of sinners, the King of kings and Lord of 
lords. As we bow our hearts before Him, let our 
voices be lifted in praise as we sing, “O Come, All 
Ye Faithful .. . O come let us adore Him, Christ, 
the Lord.” 


Women’s Work 


“Walking In The Spirit” 


When we hear the word “walking” all sorts of 
pictures flash into our minds. Walking can bring 
us many things and usually does. For some it means 
adventure but for most of us it means just ordinary 
experiences or, at the most, mild surprises. We don’t 
expect much and we don’t find much. It is only 
when we “Walk in the Light,” guided by the Spirit, 
that our every-day life becomes a walk of adven- 
ture. And this is adventure that replenishes. It never 
leaves us drained and wishing we had been a little 
more careful. 


Those who have followed this path say there is 
no sensation that equals the thrills of their discover- 
ies along the way. And, we are told, the more such 
travelers describe their experiences the more such 
experiences they have to describe. Each traveler 
gives a different story but there is always present 
that something that lets the listener know they have 
discovered the Center of the universe, the Power 
back of all power. 


In the “Letters to Young Churches,” a transla- 
tion of New Testament letters, Dr. J. B. Phillips 
says, “The great difference between present-day 
Christianity and that of which we read in these 
letters is that to us it is a performance, to them it 
was a real experience.” 
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One of our great religious leaders was giving a 
testimony of some adventurous religious living that 
few could understand. He said, “Every morning 
when | awake I step into the ‘Kingdom of Heav- 
en.’ He had found the way. There was no closing 
of the mind to ugly realities but a calm, confident 
facing of whatever life brings. No passing incident 
could block him from the Ultimate Power he knew. 
He wasn’t preaching or pleading. He was telling 
simply, but compellingly, about a way of life that 
can be experienced only by those who reach for the 
highest and most thrilling of all experiences. 


The early Christians knew about this way. They 
were filled with a vitality that “turned the world 
upside down.” They had something to tell they 
couldn't keep from telling. They were ‘walking 
in the Spirit” and their joy and power was worth 
talking about. 


The one emotion that can hardly be forced is 
enthusiasm. Pretense doesn’t ring true when we 
try to show enthusiasm for something we aren’t 
especially interested in. But usually it is a lack of 
enthusiasm that betrays us rather than a pretended 
zeal. We recognize that enthusiasm, like love, can- 


not be hidden. 


Is this an indictment against those of us who call 
ourselves Christians? Do we have something to tell 
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that is so good we can’t keep it? It may be the fault 
is in what we don’t have. If you were asked quite 
seriously and privately by one of the Saints, ‘Are 
you a Christian?”, what would we say? Do you 
suppose most of us would say, “I am a member of 
the church,” but be a little hesitant about saying ‘I 
am a Christian’? Someone has said “If you are 
ever in love you will know it.” Isn’t the same thing 
true of being a follower of Christ? If we are dedi- 
cated to Him wouldn’t we know? How could we 
“Walk in the Light” and not know we were in the 
light ? 

You and | may be what is called good church 
members. We may help to make up the leadership 
of the church. But we may not know that “Walking 
in the Spirit’ is to be guided by the Spirit. We may 
know with our minds but not with our hearts that 
the fruits are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
generosity, fidelity, adaptability and _ self-control. 
While we have eyes to see and ears to hear: “Seeing 
we perceive not and hearing we hear not.” 


There are other marks by which you can identify 
those who “Walk in the Light.” Their selflessness 
catches our wonder. Sometimes, because we are puz- 
zled and afraid of what we see, we label them mys- 
tics and brush them aside, as though being a mystic 
is a horrible thing to have happen to one. We seldom 
question our ignorance or inexperience. We again 
fail to see that they have so dedicated themselves to 
a search for the Truth it is possible for them to 
work for themselves and all mankind “for His 
glory.”’ They possess a special understanding of the 
words, “for His glory.’’ But our lack of appreciation 
for such attainment, just as any praise for it, does 
not change these people nor take them off their 
course, 

They know how to keep the goal in sight. They 
know how to throw off the non-essentials for this 
important travel. They never get lost in the by- 
paths of theology as many Christians view it, nor 
in the tenacles of organization as we too often do. 
They know the hold of material things and even 
in their early travels see that possessions usually 
possess the possessor. 


Discipline of self is so evident among such Chris- 
tians it hardly seems possible that we could so often 
overlook it. They believe that the practice of all 
Christian virtues is wrapped in discipline. Without 
it even love cannot be properly nurtured. And, as 
those who have walked farthest in the Light testify, 
there is no exception to the rule of a need for disci- 
pline. They would point the way for this practice if 
we didn’t close our eyes so tightly. Though the first 
steps of Bible reading, Bible study and prayer have 
been kept before us by the church, more often than 
we like to admit, we haven’t gotten past these first 
steps. So, how can we know either discipline or 
the Spirit when we haven't taken even these first 
steps? 

What is this “Walking in the Spirit?” Only those 
who have had the adventure can tell us. The Saints 
have told us again and again but because we haven't 
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had the desire for knowing their testimonies have 
heen meaningless. 

“Living in the Spirit—Walking in the Spirit.” 
Such walking brings the only joy and peace to be 
found. Such walking brings a sense of fulfillment, 
a sense of confidence in the mysterious Power back 
of our existence. Such walking brings to all pilgrims 
who travel that way a “peace that passeth under- 
standing,” a serenity that has to be experienced to 
be understood. And most thrilling of all, such walk- 
ing brings power. A power that is centered in God. 
Those who travel that way can then speak with 
authority. They don’t have to wait for the coming 
of the Kingdom of God. They have found, as Jesus 
long ago said they would, that the “Kingdom of 
God is within you.” 

—Frances (Mrs. P. Hunter) Dalton, Sr. 
High Point, N. C. 
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“4 Man Of The Word.” The Life of G. Camp- 
bell Morgan. By Jill Morgan. Fleming H. Revell 
Company. Price $4.50. 

During his lifetime, Dr. G. Campbell Morgan 
achieved international fame as a Biblical expositor. 
His books were circulated in all parts of the English 
speaking world. Few men have ever interpreted the 
Bible with a greater measure of brilliance and in- 
cisiveness. His single-eyed purpose was to be a faith- 
ful minister of the Word. 

This biography has been prepared by the wife of 
Dr. Morgan’s oldest surviving son. From Dr. Mor- 
yan’s complete diary she has compiled a fascinating 
story of this distinguished teacher of the Scriptures. 


Dr. Morgan was content to limit his activities 
and concentrate upon the ministry of the Word. In 
this connection he wrote “We are cursed today 
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with a passion for breadth. A little more narrowness 
would strengthen the whole host of the people of 
God.” 


The early life of Campbell Morgan was far from 
spectacular. As a matter of fact, when he applied 
for membership in the Wesleyan Methodist minis- 
try, he was rejected. On that day he wired to his 
father the one word “rejected’”’ and sat down to 
write in his diary, “Very dark everything seems. 
Still, He knoweth best.’’ Quickly came the reply, 
“Rejected on earth. Accepted in heaven. Dad.” The 
sting of this rebuke was a spur to his courage and 
he turned his feet toward a more determined effort 
to explore the Word of God and to enter into the 
glory of His service. 


The crowning work of this servant of God was 
rendered at Westminster Chapel in London. Look- 
ing back on this period in retrospect he said, “At 
Westminster I had the advantage of being able to 
begin from nothing.” It was during this ministry 
that he demonstrated that the Bible has a definite 
message for all age groups. As long as he had any 
connections with this church, he continued to teach 
that the Bible is for all life from earliest childhood 
to maturest age. 


It should be of interest to our readers to note that 
Campbell Morgan felt that downtown churches 
should be maintained and that it was a mistake to 
surrender them. This is one of the reasons why he 
gave so much of his strength to Westminster. He 
said, “I came with a passionate conviction that 
the church is renegade when she abandons great 
centers to the devil.” This great center, he believed, 
had the potentiality to become a theater where Bib- 
lical teaching and preaching might find their per- 
fect setting and enjoy their greatest opportunities. 


In reading the works of Morgan, we might be 
inclined to believe that little effort went into these 
writings. Such was not the case. He said that he 
set for his own standard the reading of a book fifty 
times before putting pen to paper in preparation to 
analyze the particular book of the Bible. 


The motif of Campbell Morgan’s life was “To 
preach the Word.” Dr. J. H. Jowett once said of 
him, “His one aim is to let the Bible tell its own 
eternal message. In that kind of work he has a 
genius which is incomparable.” 


Many times young ministers sought to know the 
secret of Campbell Morgan’s success. When asked 
the question he invariably responded, ‘‘Work, hard 
work, and again work.” Each morning Campbell 
Morgan devoted himself to the study of the Bible 
without interruption. He refused to permit anyone 
to disturb him in the mornings. He felt that God’s 
Word to man demanded man’s best. 


This type of book is destined to do much good. 
It will encourage young men in the ministry to 
study their Bibles and to work hard at it. Laymen 
and ministers will find both pleasure and benefit in 
this notable biography. —John R. Richardson, 
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WHAT IS TRUTH? 
By Edward F. Hills, Th.D. 


‘“‘What is Truth?” Such has been the response 
of skeptics to the testimony of Jesus from the time 
of Pontius Pilate down to the present day. And 
yet this skeptical retort is useful, for it indicates 
the deep foundation upon which our presentation 
of the Gospel must be laid if it is to have the 
appeal which it ought to have to an indifferent 
and unbelieving age. It is necessary not only to 
affirm that the Gospel is true but also to explain 
what truth is in order that our affirmation may 
_— meaning and may be made intelligible to 
others. 


In our search after the nature of truth it is of 
the first importance that we apply ourselves di- 
rectly to the Scriptures without turning aside for 
preliminary philosophical meditations which are 
independent of the Scriptures. Roman Catholics 
insist that such preliminary meditations are neces- 
sary and beneficial, and many Protestants have 
agreed with them. Actually, however, these medi- 
tations are harmful and unnecessary. They are 
harmful because they confirm us in our own er- 
roneous notions and thus becloud our under- 
standing of the Scriptures, They are unnecessary 
because they attempt to procure without the aid 
of the Scriptures that which God has already 
furnished perfectly in the Scriptures. In short, the 
Scriptures contain God’s answer to all the deep 
questions of philosophy and religion, and therefore 
we must always commence our thinking with the 
Scriptures themselves and not with man-made 
“introductions” to them. 


The Scriptures teach us that God is truth. This 
jis undoubtedly the meaning of Christ’s statement, 
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‘I am the way, the truth, and the life” (Jno. 
14:6). And this doctrine was not new for in the 
Old Testament the psalmist had made the truth 
of God equal to God Himself, giving the same 
worship to God’s truth that he gave to God. “I 
will also praise thee with the psaltery, even Thy 
truth, O my God” (Ps. 71:22). When the Scrip- 
tures teach that God is truth, they mean that 
truth is an attribute of God, an essential char- 
acteristic without which God would not be God. 
The following are but a few of _ the Biblical 
passages which teach this. “The LORD, the LORD 
God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth” (Ex. 35:6). 
“Justice and judgment are the habitation of Thy 
throne: mercy and truth shall go before Th 
face” (Ps. 89:14). “And the Word became fles 
and dwelt among us full of grace and truth” 
(Jno. 1:14). 


The basic meaning of the Old Testament word 
for truth is firmness, or steadfastness, or stability, 
and the New Testament writers used the word 
truth in this Old Testament sense. (Thus, when 
Paul commands us to be girt about with truth, he 
means for us to be stable and trustworthy.) When 
we conceive of truth in the Biblical way as firm- 
ness and stability, we can understand more clear- 
ly the Biblical doctrine that God is truth. To say 
that God is truth is to say that He and His 
thoughts and purposes are the steadfastness, the 
firmness, the spiritual reality, which upholds and 
supports all things and to which all things con- 
form. God is true because He is firm and stead- 
fast, because He is always like Himself. The 
creatures of God are true when they and their 
thoughts and actions conform to God’s thoughts 
and purposes for them. By thus adhering to God’s 
firmness the creatures become firm and true. In 
other words, truth is not correspondence with re- 
ality as some have thought, but truth is oy 
i namely God, the Creator and Ruler of all 
things. 


Since God is the truth, He reveals the truth 
when He reveals Himself. There are two ways in 
which God reveals Himself, namely, in nature 
and in the Scriptures. The first chapter of Romans 
teaches us that God reveals Himself in nature. 
“For the invisible things of him from the creation 
of the world are clearly seen, being understood 
by the things that are made, even His eternal 
power and Godhead” (Rom. 1:20). Here we are 
taught that in nature God reveals both His own 
existence and the powerful control which He 
exercises over nature. Isaiah teaches us the same 
thing. “Lift up your eyes on high, and behold 
who hath created these things, that bringeth 
out their host by number: he calleth them al by 
names by the greatness of His might, for that 
He is strong in power; not one faileth” (Isaiah 
40:26). The truths of natural science are y;.art 
of God’s revelation of Himself in nature. These 
truths are the thoughts and purposes of God which 
control the world which He has made and thus 
give it stability and firmness. To discover these 
a in nature is to “think God’s thoughts after 

im.”’ 


Sinful men adopt a wilful attitude toward God’s 
revelation of Himself in nature, As the apostle 
Paul tells us, they “hold the truth in unrighteous- 
ness” (Rom. 1:18). In other words, sinful men re- 
ceive only so much of the truth as they can 
utilize for their unrighteous and unholy ends. 
They are pragmatists who accept only those truths 
which are useful for the accomplishment of 
their unrighteous desires. They avoid or reject 
altogether the most important doctrine of natural 
theology, namely, that God is the Creator and 
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Ruler of the world. In place of this leading doc- 
trine they substitute the figments of their own 
imaginations. Paul well describes this process of 
substitution. “‘When they knew God, they glori- 
fied Him not as God neither were thankful, but 
became vain in their imaginations, and their fool- 
ish heart was darkened’? (Rom. 1:21). Thus they 
do not glorify God in their science because they 
will not recognize that in discovering the truths 
of science they are thinking God’s thoughts after 
Him. 

Although God has made a sufficient revelation 
of Himself in nature, it is in the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments that He has revealed 
Himself most fully. Thus the Scriptures are called 
the “Word of Truth” (Ps. 119:43; Jno. 17:17), 
because they reveal God, and God is truth. Thus 
also the Scriptures are called the “oracles of God” 
(Acts 7:38; Rom. 3:2), for in them the truth, 
which is God Himself, speaks to our minds. 


The attitude of sinful men toward God’s revela- 
tion of Himself in the Scriptures is similar to 
their attitude toward His revelation of Himself 
in nature. They accept only those doctrines of 
Scripture which they can pervert to their own 
sinful purposes, The great body of Biblical doc- 
trine they reject as foolish and useless, since it 
cannot be exploited and stands directly opposed 
to their sentiments and ambitions. “The natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither 
can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14). Thus the attempts of 
unbelievers to explain the Scriptures away are 
not in the least surprising. According to the teach- 
ing of the Scriptures themselves such attempts 
are inevitable. 


God is truth. Therefore truth is self-evident. 
Truth comes to us with its own authority, and 
this authority is the authority of God. There can 
be no testimony more convincing than God’s own 
testimony. Therefore there can be no a 
more convincing than the testimony of the trut 
to itself, for God is truth. The Scriptures depict 
this self-evidencing character of truth by —— 
it to light in passages such as the following: “Sen 
out Thy light and Thy truth” (Ps. 43:3); “The 
light of the glorious gospel of Christ” (II Cor. 
4:4); “‘The true light now shineth’ (In Jno. 2.8). 
Truth penetrates our consciousness just as un- 
mistakably as the light sheds its rays upon our 
physical eyes. 


Although truth is self-evident, it often does 
not seem to us to be so. This is due to sin which 
“changes the truth of God into a lie” (Rom. 
1:25). The errors originating within the mind of 
sinful man obscure the light of truth shining 
upon it from without. Falsehood becomes con- 
fused with truth and truth with falsehood. Man’s 
“foolish heart is darkened.” Because of this con- 
fusion it is necessary to make consistency the test 
of truth. By the grace of God not all truths have 
been obscured to the same degree by human sin 
and error. Thus the more obscure truths are dis- 
tinguished from error by their agreement with 
the less obscure truths. Thus consistency is made 
the test of truth. But if there were no sin, there 
would be no need to subject the truth to any such 
test, for there would be no error to cast its pall 
over the divine light of truth shining in upon the 
mind. All portions of the truth would be equally 
clear and self-evident. 


And understanding of the teaching of the Scrip- 
tures concerning truth gives us a better knowl- 
edge of the effect of regeneration upon the mind 
of man. This is well described in the fourth chap- 


PAGE 15 


